c 



i 






CONFIDENTIAL . 
SECURITY INFORIiATION 



Prow; HwitAmn^ a-toftVholm 



Roport Ho: WSS«1RTQ Loc»l Pllo Mo; 







OlptrlbutiOD: 

Bjr copy to; Wash 3 
Frail 2 
Uuni X 
Bitibossr X 



Orally to: 



Bourco Crjptopyai 



ftAA halAW 



Boforoaew; 






Beares, OporatlODwl Data, aad Coaaanta: 

iBlbrnatloB oontalMd In thla.r*; " — - — .**<1 fron a naaoranduB arlttan 
In Oanan ahleh wa^tUKOia **va toC ^KAUONS atotad that ha had 

had ai*areua taMdrWfli“«a C ^ *aa wrixin« ala maBoraoduB U^uaa of 
Ihs Iwortsaos Wfaidi tha LaTnsa»iangwiga VOA broadcasts apparaatly bad in lAtsisB 
It sbouXd bs rsooXXad that KAIiOKS is a stroM noXltleol fl«ura In UtvlM mfUgas 
polities, sad that esrtaln of the views of tb£^ ^probaWgr are CAZIOVB own 

Minion of these points, although since the ^ ^ working an thaw 

wLj aetoaX^F haws said the things vtaleh KAUuno nas written in bis report. 
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• ■ ' CdNriDEMTtAL 

Subject: I^tulun Vl*» of BSS-1839 



Date of Information: Prior tO JUno 19^2 

Place Acquired: jwodoji, Stoeldioltt Date Acquired: ix August 1952 

Evaluation: Date of Report: X3 August 195^ 

Source: Latvian Social Draooratlo leader 
from five recent Latvian escapees 

1« Voice of Aaerlea broadcasts In Ihe Latvian language are vldelx listened to in 
Latvia, and the Inauguration of the broadcasts apporsntlr was popular throughout Iht 
eountrv, Latvians are encouraged bp the broadcasts, which they regard as a sign 
that the free world has not forgotten their countrj. Between 1945 and 1951 no 
l' foreign braadeasts In the latvlau language were received In Latvlat and Ihere was 
eonalderable pesalmisn over the position of ths western powers toward Latvia and 
the other Baltic states, Hhen '^e Xatvlan-language VDA broadcasts began In 195^> 
Infonoants said that It was taken as ths basis for a nsw fsellng of hope and an 
Indication that the tbilted States and Ihs deooeratie world reaambered Latvia, 

• 2, ZnfonDsats mj that Latvians are espeelallT glad to bear broadcasts which have 
,\ Cj sons direct bearing on thslr own life, Orltielsns of the Oonnunlst srsten and 

V ' attacks against Individual Oonnunlst leaders ore well received, Alaost a pear after 
\ the broadcast, Infomants still recalled points which were mentioned against VlUs 

. »* V^<iA0IS, current ehainan of ths praesldlum of Sovlet-latvla, Thsj fseX that nore 
I direct and concrete attacks agalzLstJLUiiBBR21NSj^£0 LAOIS and other govenanent 
^ or OouBQiunlst Partgr offldsli in LerCHa would beTof value, ^ . 

/a.. 

H'' Xnfbnants point out that there are about 120,000 Latvian refugees In the ft*ee 

l^rld, Ihex assert that their relatives in Latvia are verjr nueh Interested in the 
(• activities of these refugees wherever ther nay be throughout the world, Xnfomanta 
think that the VDA broadcasts concerning their own escape probably have caused oon- 
y/ T'. slderable eooment in Latvia, 

yif, InfbriBants assert that althou^ the VOA broadcasts are popular, it is felt that 
they should adopt a nore definite policy on the question of the future of Latvia, 
Latvians are b^py that the United States hes not recognised the Soviet aimexatlon 
of their country, and they veloone news of the growing nlUtary strength of westera 
lurope, but at ^e sans tine, nany Latvians feel that Latvia is an eastern Suropeaa 

V V I state, sad they wonder why the VOA broadcasts do not nentlon some plan which sight 

Mdst fcr the eventual freeing of Latvia from Soviet control, Latvians rounded 
VOA bro.adOASts conoening free eleotlons in Bast Oermcay with the question, *Bhy 
do they only adk for free elections in Bast Oermeny and not in Latvia?* Znlbrnants 
"think that so long as tlM VOA broadcasts do net Indicate that the western powers 
have taken a firm staid on the question of future Latvia, all politloal activity 
In Latvia most ncoecsarlly be restrieted, 
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5^ Aa aortdng mn, infsormaats r«gp«t' that the VOA bpoadcaot* honUy ever 
. eontola lziformatlo& on the Inter&atlonal activities of ihe labor aoveoent, .. 
inA epeeifieallT, that the VOA doee not broodeoat laforaatfon on tfie Latvl 
labor taovenent In exile. Iber sej that the Ooaxmudat radio In RLga fOinetlDea 
broadeasti attacks on the activities of Latvian Social Deioocrats end labor 
leaders In exile, but that the VOA never give a then any idea of ehat these 
leaders actually nay be doing or what they are atteoBptlng to do, Infomnnts 
point out thot Dost people in Latvia ore working people, end they think;, that 
VOA progreas on labor questions would have considerable appeal, Infomants also 
think that -Oie VDA bro^oasts do not recognise the great differences betwron the 
life of Latvian refugees and of Latvians who live In LatviV itself, Ihey assert 
that the workers of Latvia probably are soaevbet radical politically and ther 
• have aodali at synpathies, and they feel that VOA broadcasts should attes^t to 
arpsal to tbaaa syo^thiee, 

6, Infornanta, all of whom ars betwean 21 and 28 years of oga, foal that young 
paopla in Latvia hava very little idea of tha aasenca and functions of danoorooy, 
they believe that VDA broadeaata which described Ihe denooratle process would ba 
well received and lhay assart i^t VOA broadcasts explaining various axils Xatvian 
refugee political parties and thair functlona would be of interest. If only to 
show that these parties do exist, ihey think that foroer lotvlan politicians 

who are living in exile should be used to oaks broadcasts to latvla. Ihey wonder 
why the VOA did not broadcast a> progrsa to refute Ihe Ooanuaiet yirat of Uay 
pro gran* by explaining to Latvia sooelhing of the aotlwitles of free wrtcers, 
mforaonts do not feel that it Is eorreot to use the Uay First brosdoast only to 
transBlt enti^^OosiBunlst worker propaganda, and they aaj that Uay First is popular 
aaong Latvian workers an a holiday dasplta tha elenant of official force which is 
aasoeiated with It in Latwia, 

7, The : inf oraanta stats that the transolssioDS of Iba VOA* to Latvia are too 
Halted, .and that a single fifteen nlnnte prograa oaanot suffice to supply the 
nsosssaiT infenoatioii and political explanations wtalob Latvian Hatanars daslrs 
to hear. 
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